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LETTER FRO;\I DR. EDWARD JARVIS, OF MASSACIIUSETTS, UPON THE 
CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES. 

DORCIIESTER, MASS., S’c~)h~h 22, 185.5. 
I)RAR SIR : I have your lnte f&vor of the 17th ult. now boforc mo,, snd also the nosological 

nomcnclrlurc of the mortality of the United Stntos in tho year cnclmg Juno, 1850. 
1 hilvo er+mined tho cstalogue of disea.ses with very great cart in all its relations. I heve 

compbrcd it with the established and authorized systems, snd especin.]ly those adopted by the 
American Nntionnl Medical Association and published in their Transactions for 1847, nnd by 
the licgistrntion oifico of England. I hnvc moroover submitted your pspors to some of the 
most learned scholars nnd protbssors of medico.1 science in Now England. 

In order to have this nosology of the Ccnaus tho most perfect and in tho best accordance 
with Lhe roccived views of the present time, 111:~~~ exsmined the reports of mortality of every 
State snd city in the Union which h~zvc published their bills, and illso the English and some 
of tllc Swiss reports, 3s well as the best writers cm nosology, The result of I’ll this inquiry, 
which ha tnkan my time since rhc receipt of yours, I uow send to you. 

Yotw document is to be not only permanent, but i&o ofvcry ostensive USC. It is to spank 
to tho ~110lc \vorld of the diseases and mortality of tho United Sli~tes in the year 1849-‘50 ; 
and it mill bo to them, for tho prosent nt least, the only authority in these mnttcrs. It is 
eleo to speak to nil future nges OY the dcnths aud their causes in this country nt the present 
time, snd perbnps it will be 1.110 only authority tllat will survive. 

It is thoreforo of the utmost consequcncc thst your statements should not only corroslmud 
exect]y with the facts, but also be so clearly made that they be perfectly understood by all, 
and in the snma wry, and thnt the facts they reprosent be plo,cod distinctly in the minds of 
nll your renders. 

E’or these purposes, 1 ln~vc made, nnd I propose to you to malrc, sundry and divers altcra- 
lions in the nosological system that you sent to mc, which will bring it more into harmony 
with tbc bost scionlific ideas of the t,ime, ;~nd pleco the com7try, es to its mortslity and the 
CLUSCs thereof, nnd you, es the historinn of these mnttcrs for 1850, rightly beforo the world. 

Tn doing this worlc, J have hnd much occnsion to rcgrot that you could not send mo nil tho 
original rcIuTns, or, at least, n. copy of nll the mnaifold nnmcs of disc;ksos or c~uscs of death, 
~111cl~ crime to your ofice from the scvernl districts of the Union, :md :~lso the uamcs of the 
States snd the couutics in whioh they were found. 

A great maj~ority of thesc names of disoaso wore to bo translated into scientific and more 
intolligiblo lnngunge. It is not slways easy to dctcrminc whnt disease n popular term ropro- 
sonts, m wlmt class it shall be included, and whet, legitimate IKL~IG shall be used for it thoro. 

Looking nt t,ho cntnloguo of mLmcs you sent to me, nnd which is condensed frnm the multi- 
ferious list thilt crime to you, looking slso at the cxplanntions yen hnve given in connection 
with your list, it is manifest tlrat there is, nnd there most be, some latitude in this tr;mslation 
and interpretntion, end tbat :~lso there may bo some differonce of opinion among tho vilrious 
lrorsous who o.u;m~ino tho ori&itl returns. 

Many of tbcsc pop&r mmxs of diseases lravo only ,L local use and moaning, mw~y arc 
not even known beyond the district whera thoy e.re used. It is, then, improbable that any 
one man, honcvor learned in this science, could understand and interpret rind srrango the 
whole, 1ux1 yet it is very nocessnry that all the diseases or causes of dcath roportecl to you 
shorild be fi~itl~fullyroprescnted snd described in some of the clsssos nnd by some of tbo terms 
you ndopt, rind that few or none sboald be put into the uninstructive class of the “ unlmo~n ;” 
nor should they bo published under names th;tt will convoy no idcns, or imcortnin idons, or 
different idens to different persons. 

I wns, therefore, desirous, and in my former corrospondonce with you I nrgcd, thst s.phy- 
sicion who is :m rrccomplishod modicnl scbolnr should hnvo the supervision of this brnnch of 
your dcpnrtmont ; that ho should caref’nlly oxiLrnino all the original returns, rind reduce their 
manifold and varied langaage to the logitimnte and reco~nizcd nomenclature, and then, whon- 
ever he should find any word of locnl sntl doubtful or unintclligiblo meaning, he should cor- 
respond with the best physicinns of the State or region whcrc the unknown words were found, 
and thus tLaco~tain what disease they were intcndcd to represent. 

Wnnting the original names, from which, perhaps, J might lulve msdc a difforont list from 
this which I now send to you, I hnvc taken this, your trnnslnted and condensed cata.lonue, 
rind mndc furlhcr altcrstions, 5s you will soe, based, of course, on the facts thercin statc8. 

In doing this I have omitted the names of several diseases which alone and unnccompanied 
are not Eltr], and also several which have no distinct and specific moaning. Somo of them I. 
propose to include among the “unknown.” because the disonse stated gives no clue to the 
real cause of death. There are others among these names of disensc which, althOugh not th0 
ronl cause ofdenth, yet indicate that some disenso of the s&me olass, or of tho same organ or 
system of organs, produced the fatnl event. These I propose to include in tbo gets or class 
in 

F 
one& where they nre found, without attempting to specify their particular nature. 
have condensed several names which are synonymous of each other. 
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I have exchnnged several nnmcs for othcre which were considered as the better roprc- 
sentdives of Lheir diseases. 

I have aIso added some diseases thnt were omitted, bnt which nre in the systems adopted 
here and elsewhere, and which arc the c5uses of cansidcrable mortality. 

In this wny I have reduced the list of discnses from t,he one hundred end forty-eight 
givan in yoor paper to one huodred and fourteen, which include (~11 thnt you present, 
besides some others which I have added. 

1, chicken pox; 2, disease of eyes; 3, horpos; 4, hives ; 5: mnq~s ; F, onanism; 
7, ringworm ; 8, suppressed mensrs; 9, tetter ; 10, vaccination; 11, floor nlbus, are all 
omitted for the reason first stated : standing alone, they cannot sat’ely bc given as the cnuses 
of death. 
abroad thrlt 

For yourself, and for the country, you would not t,a.lre the responsibihly of staling 
these diseases, which are not destructive elsewhere, era fatal hero, nor would you 

state to the rcadersof another yc;~ or nnothor ago, that these maladies, which were hnrmlcss 
RS to life, before nud after 1650, wart in that yc~ the cases of death. 

It need not be doniod thst these diseases did exist nt the time of dearth, but they Wore 
merslv incidents in conncctian with the really fetal dise;lse, or perh:tps consequences of it; 
they tiay have performed a. p”rt, itt most o stnall part, of the destructive process, but could 
not hnve Rcomplisbed it alone. 

1. Cl~iclce~~ps, n very mild and harmless disease, yet sornetimcs bcsrs so strong o. rcsen~blunca 
to small pox as to be mistaken for it. Probably those CMOS which RPC stated to be of fntnl 
chicken pox were really small pas, the real niLma, if not charncter, of which w5s mist&en. 
It would be propor, thercforc, to put these with discenes sf Ihe .~Lin. 

4. Hines, v~~~lln pustnlar or glob&r, (not urticaria, es in your paper,) chicken pox, or 
swine pox, the former may have been rnistakcn for small pox, end thus provad Mol. 
These should be in t&senses o$’ tRr! skin. 

Hiues, or bold Mars, is a name applied to croup ; it is a corruption of ~EMWS, descriptive of 
the paroxysms. If there be nny evidence that croup was intendad, the cases should be 
trnnsforred to that. 

3. Hc~~M, 7. Ri~g~r~q 9. T&M, ore nil harmless diseases, and, uulcss in combination with 
other and more serious diseases. could not be nssumed RS causes of denth. Strictlv 
spe[lking, they sbool~l be trnnsfcrrod t,o the &C?%ot(:n, yet, as they mzy hnvc berm mist&& 
for somc other cutnncous disease, I propose to include these in the tlisec~cs I$- ~hc skin,. 

9. Disense qffhe r!yrs may iuvolvc disease of the brnin ; but otherwi& it is not fate]. It 
should, therefore, bc included in disec~.~ oflhe brnin CUUZ ~BWOIIS system. 

5. ~~twps comes Imder tho aamc c&gory es the last. It muy be connected with disense 
of tha brain, and it m:~y cocsist Jvith other end fate1 discnse. It would be safer to put those 
cases in the unli9uxcn. 

I nm nwtne that the Mnssnchusetts, New York St,zi.e and city, Kentucky, rind Philadelphia 
reports Lrivo cases of prrrolilis (mumps) Bs ce.uses of de&. 
nud theX’ationa1 Medical Associ;Ltion oscluded it. 

Yet the English reports omit it, 

6. I)lmnism possibly, but not probsbly, ww a cause of death. 
other disorders. 

It wastes lift aud produces 
Costs under this head should be put under the rmknotcn. 

8. Su~prcssion C-I* VM~UES (amcnorh~a) is o. symptom or consoqucnce of mnny other 
discnses. It gcnorelly hnppens in discnses of high excitement, es fevers, kc.; end nlso in 
diseases of mastc--consnmption, scrofuh, and cancer, especially uterine. 
put these cuscs in tha tlisenscs of the ogons nf~cn~rnlio72. 

It mny IIO sdb to 

11. Fluor Atbus, unless complicated with disease of tbc uterus, as inflammation, CBIICOF, 
Bc., is not in fatal &sense. This is pnt iu rlisenses of organs ofgene~etion. 

10. J’nccirtnlian may IUVO been followed by 
poculi&rly suscoptiblo, which terminntod Fdtnlly. 

iufl;~mmntion, or erysipolns, in constitutions 
These, if 1rnown;should be given ns the 

IXLUSC of dczth; otlrarwiz the ceses st:lted to be from this csusc should be iu the I&V~OWO~; 
but ~u&~Ku, certniuly, should not include them. 

12. d7ttlpttl0lio~t comes nearly under the silma c;Ltcgor,v es vnccinatlon. It my hn~ been 
in ilself &till ; yet it is probable that such event was ratber the result of previous discnsa, for 
which the operntiou wvas performed ; or a subsequent disczse, intlnmmatiou, arysipclas, &a., 
which should hsvo hecu stated, 
bc in tlio ~1an7:1zoa~~ 

WVanting these facts, cases reported under this nnmo should 

13. Cncherirt describes nothing. 
syntcni. n low vitnlitv. 

It xiynilies merely 5 depraved or disenscd state of the 
These should be in tho zmf~o~n. 

14. &ngesliun is &pmlly untclligibla and sbonld bbin-the smne class, the c~akao~?~. 
15. Con.g%ion 0s‘ the &fin, probably, is apoplesy ; yot it msy not be. Other effections 

may h:~vc l~eca intended. It should, thou, be in rliscascs of& 0rnin. 
IG. Ci*aq~, ns ordinnrily ut~tlorstood, is not fatal. 

~8s what is cnllrtl ‘I 
If this wes n real cnusa of death, and 

cmmp in tho stom:Lch,” it wils colic; if it was ‘I cramp of the muscles,” 
it wvns tetcznt~ and should be thus arranged ; otherwise in the ~~7cnozu~~. 

17. Gr1I7~liolL is the most PiqE sud uusatisGrctory term, meaning, at most, &use of llrc 
skin, t,o which it should prob&ly be transferred. 

1% Ur<lin, c0ngeslion of, prab:~bly intended for apoplexy. Yet it mny be used for other 
cerebral nlractious which arc not ravealed in the returns. 
cziaenses of brnil~ n11d selwes. 

I hnve placed this, therefore, iu 

X9. Feufr, bilious, is iL most vogue rnld uncortnin lorm. In some regions it secrns to he used 
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fern11 sorts of fevers, and the word biliotls for all sorts of difficulties of the digostivc organs. 
2O. G&ricfouer is probzbly intended for ini’inmmntion of the stomach. 

plrccs used ns vaguely, in respect to fever, as the word bilious. 
Yet it is in many 

21, Wiiklcrfcoer is more vcguc than either Of the last tW0. 
crsynochus. 

It may moan bilious, or typhus, 

Those three, with specific names: conveys no specific idea, rind should be included mlder 
tha general name offever without further description. 

22. Ccngesliue~uer is merely B fcrm or phase of ty]J,lms. 
23. ~~~ljlrr~~u,~atoryj’cz!cr is B name sometimes given to cu909 of t2JpIltL8. 
These two are therefore included in t$trsfieer. 
2.1. Br&~karr is usually intended for cel&ali6is, iuflnmmaticn of brain, and yet it ir; scme- 

tiulos used for typhus fever, in which thcrc is ecmc cerebral irritation. It is ssfo, hcwcvor, to 
cdl those crises cc~halilis. 

25. *eellscs, e;vccs,~ ?f, a more mcncrrhagia, oxccos of tho menstrx~l flux, is seldom or never 
E~tnl of itself. ‘Thcrc is not unfrequontly n great snd fatal utorino lraernorrhcqc, growiug cut 
otorine discuse, which is the true cnuoe of the d&h. These e~.scs, therefore, rrhould be 
I;lriclly referred to xterilz hoxnorr/qe. But a~ this is generally depaudont on nn anterior 
CBIIJC, it is bettor to include the wl~clc in disec~srs of ICC oqws oi e(nercrtios. 

.IrctIses, slkppl’c!ssiulk OJ nlready referred to. 
%I. JIilk le g, :nct in itself fatal, yet was a accompaniment of the L&l disonsc. I include 

this in childbirllb. 
The last fifieon dlscnscs (12 to 2(;, inclusive) reappear in their rcspcctivc goners, or classes, 

or ill the unknown. If, however, you conclude lo r&sin thorn, or any par1 of them, it would 
he \Wll to uppmd n uotc to each cno, thus : This lam has nn uncevlni?a lncaning, l~e6 it is 
/we llrillletl ns J”ol~nd in 6/z ori~i~l ~clul’nz. This would throw tho rospon~ibility of mu- 
scicnMis or uruzliable statements uf tho cnunos of death whore it belongs ; yet it is boot to be 
accurate, and m&e tho corrections i1s proposed. 

Them ilrc also many terms, which being oyncnymv of each other, are ccndenscd so far as 
they ciul lm. 27, canker ; 28, canlrcr rash ; 29, putrid acre throat. Theso are but various 
nnmes ii~r sewletfit~e~, which in&doe them. 

30. Brut!chi6is ; thcro ocemo to lbe an errcr in the oxplanaticn ocnnected with this term in 
your paper It is an inflnmmntion of tho mucous membmno of the brcnchin.l tubes in the 
IUII~S. It is, boc~~evor,.genor,zlly npplicd to the lining membrane of all the air vessels, both 
IO those io the chest rind the throat, and very ccmnmaly to those in the head. 

It is not ctsclu:sively a chronic disease, but is mcrc oftcn acntc. 
disease of :&It ;ycars, fcr children are subject to it. 

Neither is it csclusively a. 

War, on the other, io catarrh orelusively bn acute discasc, or one of childhood, fcr it is 
0th chruuic and it ccmes upon persons of nil ages. 

The true distinction bctwocn bronchitis and catarrh, and cnc that wzs held by scientific 
writers is, that tlkc former affected tbc lining of the bronchi, or larger air tubes Bc601v 6hc 6hyon6, 
and tho lutter sebctcd the air passages ia the head, principally tbc lining of tllc nasnl passages. 
But thcrc is very little discrimination betwacn those disenscs, both names boinf used lo de- 
signato inflnmma.tion of the mucous membrane of :my of the air passage% Ihcrororc, 31, 
Ci~larrh., and 32, Cnlewhtd fever, nrc both included in brcnclliti~. 

31. (Xlorusis, is included in pnmmcnin, and strictly it r;:~ould be in diseases of tha gonor- 
ntive organs. 

34. Lkbilit~ ; gcncml custom dccs not confine this czuso of donth to infancy. Tho bills of 
mortality in nil the States and cities which have printed t!iem, include deaths from debility 
nt all ages, frcrn infhncy to 90 and over. Unless, tbcrcfore, your returns limit the doi] the 
uudcr this head tc ln&cy, or you have rind uoo the means of thus limiting the CRSCS, your 
explanntion will not ccvor the. whole ground, and sl~culd be cmittad. The term itself is a 
bad one, ilud amcimts to but little mcro than the unknown. 

35. 1fieallorrhoiL8 is a batter term than piles, and includes it. 
30. Ihrtd, discrtse of, is included in disenso of brain, kc. 
37. 1nJnrnranlion of rile blaia is inch&d in Ccphalitis j 

included in Ike tmmnie ; 
38, Iv&1nmn6ic1e of 1Re Zmgs, is. 

39, In~htu~knlion 0.f the thrcnt, is included in Inqlqilis. 
40. Ililled, is included in n&en6 ; 41, Locl;jnw, is included in tc6nn11s. 
42. Llqs, dkcose of, is included in Vesp,irntorg organs, disease n.f; 43, 11CrOCs, disease of, is 

inclndod in brnhr md wmow sptem, them of; 44, piles is inclrlded in haxnorrRoirls ; 45, 
prtwduro birfh is included in debili6y ; 46, p?~lrirl sore 6/~a6 is included in scn&t .fcuclq ; 47, 
hv7tioe nmy mf’oly bo included in r@cects 0s sxrcu?u ; 48, s6ontnch, diacnse oj,J’; is included in 
dipfhe orgum, disense uf; 49, s~unmcr cmiq~lni~lt io inaludcd in cbolcrc8 Inorbua ; 50, sltlzsl7*okc 
is mcluded in bent ; 51, fh~out, disease of, in included in Zwonchittis aml Zampgilis ; 52, vew~ecd 
is incladcd in syphilis ; 53, bou&, discuse qf, is included in &@cstive ognns, discctse of: 64, 
~trrql~y is inclndcd in ~~~~s~IL~Gs rnhicrl includes 6&s mcsclateltcc~. Thcsa tcrmg, from 27 to 
54 inclusive. osceuting numbers 30, 34, and 35, nrc omitted in my text, nnd condensed with, 
Or rcplncsd by, 0tlicrsy Or rcplncsd by, 0tlicrsy 

Tborc nrc ocmc others concerning which I have great doubts, and yet I have let thorn re- Tborc nrc ocmc others concerning which I have great doubts, and yet I have let thorn re- 
main, mainly for want of doing better. main, mainly for want of doing better. 

55. Dir6 r&y, 55. Dir6 r&y, Probably this is secondary to n morbid condition of the stomach, dyspop- Probably this is secondary to n morbid condition of the stomach, dyspop- 
Go, irrik&m, or craving for strange things, RS in codain female and, perhitps, male diseases, Go, irrik&m, or craving for strange things, RS in codain female and, perhitps, male diseases, 
shte pencils nro oatcn, which may precede death but arc not deemed its cause. shte pencils nro oatcn, which may precede death but arc not deemed its cause. 
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